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FARM  MACHINERY  PROBLEM  CHANGES^^^..^-' 

Steel,  copper,  and  other  metals  are  no  longer  the  limiting  factors  in  farm 
machinery  production,  according  to  Dave  Meeker,  chief  of  the  Farm  Machinery  Supplies 
Branch  of  WFA.     The  new  limiting  factor  is  the  shortage  of  parts. 

Progress  toward  increasing  the  supply  of  machinery  needed  by  farmers  is  illus- 
trated by  the  tons  of  steel  allocated  by  quarters  for  farm-machinery  production: 
4th" quarter  1942  —  87,000;  1st  quarter  1943  —  187,434;  2nd  —  246,753;  3rd  - 
314,420;  4th  --  317,117;  1st  quarter  1944  ~  362,169.     The  over-all  allocation  for 
1944  is  1,153,000  tons. 

Meeker  cautions,  however,  not -to  be  too  optimistic  about  the  farm  machinery 
picture  because  there  is  still  a  shortage  of  tires,  carburetors,  magnetos,  bearings, 
tractors,  engine-powered  combines,  engine-powered  spraying  equipment,  and  engine- 
powered  hay  balers.    Reason  is  that  these,  are.  in  direct  competition  with  landing- 
craft  programs,  the  Army's  truck  program,  and  the  airplane-tire  needs. 

MEAT  FOR  '44 

Total'  meat  production  in  1944  is  forecast  by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics at  25-billion  pounds,  dressed  weight  basis,  which  is  a  prospective  increase 
over  1943  of  8  percent  that  probably  will  be  absorbed  by  noncivilian  claimants. 

The  increase  would  result  mainly  from  slaughter  of  the  record  size  pig  crops  of 
1943,  with  beef  and  veal  production  moderately  higher,  and  lamb  and  mutton  less. 

The  live  pork  supply  on  farms  is  such  that'  the  fall  pig  crop  may  start  coming 
to  market  before  the  record  spring  crop  of  74-million  head  is  out  of  the  way.  Indi- 
cations point  to  a  decline  in  pork  and  lard  supplies  during  the  last  quarter  of  1944 
due  to  the  goal  to  reduce  record  hog  numbers  in  line  with  feed  supplies.. 

Cattle  numbers  on  January  1  were  estimated  at  between  81  and  82  million  head 
another  all-time  high  —  compared  with  78  million  at  the  beginning  of  1943. 

I   -,      SLAUGHTER  RECORDS  SET ' 

January  livestock  slaughter  under  Federal  meat  inspection  for- all  species 
totaled  11,-381,097  which  was  the  second  largest  in  history  for  any  one  month,  ex- 
ceeded only  by  a  small  ma*rgih  the.  previous  month. 

Hog  slaughter  set  an  all-time  high  for  one  month  with  a  kill  of  7,839,352  head, 
nearly  2  million  more  than  the  'previous  record  kill  for  January  —  a  44%  increase 
over  last  year  and  56%  over  the  5-year  average.    Cattle  and  sheep  attained  new 
slaughter  records  for  the  month. 

•    MAY  RECRUIT  MORE  FARM  WORKERS  -,. 

Pointing  out  that  the  1944  food  production  -job  is  bigger  than  last  yearj  Col. 
Philip  G.  Brut on,  director  of  labor  for  the  WFA,  says  that  approximately  500,000 
more  new  farmworkers  may  have  to  be  recruited  to'  meet' the' higher  goals.     Total  farm 
employment  at  the  peak  last  year  was  slightly  under- 12,000,000. 

The  farm  labor  director  plans  a  mobile  task  force  of  126,000  able-bodied  and 
experienced  interstate  and  foreign  workers  that  will  be  shifted  from  area  to  area 
of  critical  need  as  required. 


•  -  -    2    -  ,    '  ^ 

AVERAGE  EGG  PRICB' WAS  GOOD 

The  estimated  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  1943  is  37.6  cents 
per  dozen,  the  highest  average  recorded  in  33  years  except  for  two  WorMWar  I  years. 

Faced  with  a  greater  demand  than  last"  "ygar,  the  Nation's  biddies  responded  with 
nearly  4^- billion  triumphant  cackles  for  the  largest  January  egg  production  on 
record  —  17  percent  above  the  previous  high  of  ' January-4943  and  82  percent  above 
the  10-year  (1933-42)  average.     There  was  more  efficiency,  too,  with  9.97  eggs  per 
layer  against  8.97  a  year  earlier. and  the  10-year  average  of  7.32.   •  .:. 

TRACTOR  TIRE  SITUATION  TIGHT  - : 

Repair,  retread,  and  utilize  unrationed  used  tractor- and  implement  tires  when- 
ever possible,  the  Office  of  the  Rubber  Director  urges  the  Nation's  farmers,  so  that 
all  farm  tractors  and  -implements  may  be  kept  in' service.  1        •  « 

Reason  for  the  tight  situation  is  that  requirements  for  tractor  and  implement 
tires  exceed  best  production  .estimates  for  the  first  six  to  eight  months'  of  'this 
year.    The  rear-wheel  tractor  tire  situation  is  the  most  Tacute.   .In  order  that  nec- 
essary replacements,  wi  11  be  available,  tractor  conversions  ' from  steel  to  rubber  are 
limited  to  hardship  cases. and  these  require  WFA  approval. 

'  "    ■  NI  TROGBi:  'SUPPLIES  UP,  ,  BUT  _  " 

Despite  an  improved  outlook  for  supplies  of  nitrate  of  soda,  farmers  will  need 
to  use  some  ammonium  nitrate,  and  cal-nitro  for  top  dressing  this  year,  according  to 
WFA.    Reason  is  that  South  eastern  farmers  will  draw  heavily  on  :nitrate  of  soda  sup- 
plies-for  oats  and  other  small  grains' to  off-set  livestock  feed  shortages. 

Both  cal-nitro- and -ammonium  nitrate  are  satisfactory  top  dressings  for  small- 
grains,  peach  trees,  corn,  vegetables,  and  cotton.    Cal-nitro's  nitrogen  content  is 
about  equal  to  that  of  nitrate 'of  soda.    Ammonium  nitrate,  concentrated  material 
continaing  32%  percent  nitrogen,  is  recommended  because  its  use  will  effect  substan- 
tial savings  in  packaging,  transportation,  and  labor. 

.    THE  WOOL  SiTUSTION  - 

Approximately  -2  2  3 -million.,  pounds  of  domestic  wool  were  purchased  in  1943  by  the 
Commodity  Credit  Corporation  under  the  Government  purchase:  program,  and  sales  during 
the  year  amounted  to  only  about  52-inillion  pounds.  -.  • 

Wool  stocks  held  by  CCC  were  much . larger  than  stocks  of  domestic  wool  held  by 
dealers  at  the  end  of  any  .recent  year .    .These .  stocks  are  offered  by  CCC  at  ceiling 
prices,  but  such  prices  are  considerab ly. higher  than  prices  of  comparable  foreign 
wool.    Despite  a  high  rate  of  mill , consumption  of  apparel  wool,  comparatively  little 
domestic  wool  has  been  used  in  civilian  fabrics  in  recent  months .    Domestic  wools 
are  required  in  most  Army  fabrics,  but  production  of  such  fabrics  has  been  declining. 

RAIL  SHIPMENTS  HEAVY 

Farmers  and  other  shippers  using  rail  transportation  face  an  extra  tight  freight 
car  situation  during  the  next  few  weeks  because  of  abnormally  heavy  movements  of 
grain,,  livestock,  fresh  fruits  and"  vegetables',  "and -war-materials .    Host  severe  car 
shortages  are  in  the  Midwest  and  eas'torn -Great  Plains  States  where  unusually  heavy 
grain  movements  from  elevators  to  markets,'  processing  plants,  and  feeders  are  in 
progress.     Shipping  of  cattle  from  feed lots  to  market  sooner  than  usual  and  the  con- 
tinued heavy  marketing  of  hogs  are  the  principal  .factors  in  the  livestock  situation. 

.     .  '  ,.  FARMERS'  CASH  INCOME,  HIGH 

Cash  income  from  farm  marketings  for  1943  is  now  estimated  by  the  USDA  at  $19 


billion,  compared  with  about  |15  billion  in  1942  and  &8  billion  for  the  5-year 
(1935-39)  average.     Sales  of  ■  livestock- and  livestock  products  showed- the  greatest 
increase,  but  larger  returns  from  the  sale  of  poultry,  eggs,  fruit,  most  fresh 
vegetables,  and  oil  crops  also  helped  boost  the  total. 

DON'T  WEAR  OUT  THE  HANDLE 

Supply  of  handles  for  farm  and  garden  tools  is  reported  to  be  causing  manufac- 
turers concern  from  the  replacement  standpoint.    Normal  reserves  of  handle  stock 
have  been  virtually  exhausted,  but  it  won't  seriously  affect  the  production  of  hand 
tools  this  year  since  supplies  seem  ample  to  meet  present  production  schedules. 
Replacements,  however,  might  get  scarce. 

FARM  TRUCKS  HAVE  BIG  JOB 

Last  year,  about  1.6  million  motor  trucks,,  most  of  them  farmer-owned,  moved  98 
percent  of  the  huge  farm  crop  at  some-stage  of  the  journey  -from  farm  to  market 
despite  fewer  available  vehicles  for  this  purpose,  ODT  reports. 

Increasing  age  of  farm  trucks-,  shortages  of  replacement  parts  and'  manpower  for  re- 
pair and  upkeep  all  contributed  to  the  decline  in  truck  numbers*    Industry  trans- 
portation plans  played  an  important  part  in  curtailing  mileage  in  the  distribution 
of  farm  products.    The  dairy  transportation-  program  alone  saved  nearly  4  million 
gallons  of  gasoline,  over  2  million  man-hours,  more  than  37  million  truck  miles  (the 
equivalent  of  500  new  trucks),  and  over  205  million  tire  miles  (the  equivalent  of 
8,200  new  tires)-. 

More  trucks  and  trailers  have  been  recommended  for  farmers  in  1944,  ODT  says, 
but  the  picture  is  "still  not  too  bright." 

WAR1  NEEDS  THE  LUMBER  . 

About  70  percent  of  the  total  lumber  output  this  year  will 'be  needed  by  the 
armed  forces,  so  the  War  Production  Board  reports  that  restrictions  on  civilian  con- 
struction will  not  be  relaxed  in  the  near -future .-  Farmers,  as  during  the  past  two 
years,  will  continue  to' get  "essential"  lumber  for  farm  construction  which  contri- 
butes to  the  production  and  storage  of  necessary  foods  and  fibers.    But,  WPB  points 
out,  stockpiles  are  low  and  production  is  below  requirements,   so' lumber-saving 
should  be  practiced  even  on  essential  projects. 

BRIEFS  Z  ' 

WFA  has  authorized  a  reduction  of  100  cars  a  month  —  50  percent  —  in  the  . 
number' of  freight  cars  going  to  Canada  for  grain,     This  reduction  is  for  a  30-day 
period,  and  WFA  is  requesting  that  upon  restoration  the  supply  of  200  cars  for 
grain-importation  be  made  available ' until  may  15  in  order  to  bring  in  the  full  re- 
quested amount  of  40  million  bushels  of  Canadian  wheat. 


Quoting  a  Swedish  Traveler  iust  returned  from  Berlin,  the  Stockholm  newspaper 

Dagens  Nyheter  said  that  the  prices  on  Berlin's  "black  market"  included  80  marks 

a  half -kilogram  (equivalent  to  $>32  a  pound)  for  butter  and  600  to  800  marks  a  kilo- 
gram ($240  to  $320  a  pound)  for  coffee. 


In  stressing  the  importance  of  ha\ring  adequate  labor  available,  Governor  Andrew 
F.  Schoeppel  of  Kansas  points  out  that  one  week's  delay  in  the  harvest  of  Kansas 
wheat  means  a  loss  of  enough  wheat  to  feed  1,500,000  soldiers  for  one  year. 


A  record  crop  of  early  cabbage  is  moving  to  market  —  estimated  at  515,000,000  tons 
which  is  52  percent  larger  than  the  1942  all-time  record  crop. 


Home  canners  will  be  urged  to" better 'the  record  set  last  year  when,  it  is  estimated, 
nearly  25  million  persons  participated  in  putting  up  more  than  4  billion  jars  and 

cans  of  food.  '■  .  ..  .  - " 


Both  military  and  lend-lease  food  requirements  are  figured  to  be  larger  in  1944  than 
in  1943,  and  shipment  for  European,  .re li.ef  may  .-become  .more  important. 


Military  food  purchases  in  1943  increased  about  75  percent  over  1942,  and  accounted 

for.    about  13  percent  of  the  total  1943  production.     Lend-lease  and  other  exports 

showed  a  57  percent  increase  over  1942  and  amounted  to  about  12  percent  of  the  total 
production-  in  1943..;-       ,  %;> 


The  large  disappearance  of  feed  concentrates  these  days  leaves  no  doubt  about  the 
fact  that  a  record  number  of  livestock  is  lining  up  for  meals  on  the  Nation's  farms 


The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  corn  in  mid-December  1943  was  38  percent 
higher  than  a  year  earlier,  the  price  of  oat's"  62  percent  higher,  and  the  price  of 
barley  69  percent  higher.  '•. 


Milk  production  has.  taken  .a  turn  for- the  better,  increasing  sharply  on  farms  during 
January  to  i±%  above  December  and  only  2%.  short  of  January  1943.    Although  there,  is 
a  larger  number  of  milk  cows  on  farms  than  last  year,  the  February  1    percentage  of 
cows  milked  was  the  lowest  for  that  date  since  1938  in  all  regions,  and  in  the 
country  as  a  whole  was  the  lowest  in  a  -d'eca-do. 


